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the feat of. learning, 

he °F TS politenefs, and wifdoat, 

Theodoric, the Oftrogoth, repaired 

the fchools which barbarity was fuf- 

fering to fall into decay, and con- 

tinued thofe penfions to men of 

learning, which avaricious Gover- 
nors had monoplized. 

In this city, and about this period, 
Alcander and Septimius were fellow 
ftudents together. The one, the 
moft fubtle reafoner of all the Ly- 
ceum ; the other, the moft eloquent 
fpeaker-in the academic grove. Mu- 
tual admiration foon begot a friend- 
fhip.” Their fortunes were nearly 
equal, and they were natives of the 
two mioft celebrated cities in the 
world , for Alcander was of Athens, 
Septimits came from Rome. 

n this ftate of harmony they 
lived for fome time together, when 
Alcander, after pafling the firft part 
of his youth in the indolence of 
philofophy, thought at length of 
entering into the bufy world ; and, 
as a ftep previous to this, placed his 
affe€tions on Hypatia, a Lady of ex- 
quifite beauty. The day of their 
intended nuptials was fixed; the 
previous ceremonies were  per- 
formed ; and nothing now remained 
but her being conducted in triumph 
to the apartment of the intended 
bridegroom. 

Alcander’s exultation in his own 
happinefs, or being unable to enjoy 
any fatisfa€tion without making his 
friend Septimius a partner, prevailed 
upon him to introduce Hypatia to 


his fellow-ftudent; which he did 
with all the gaiety of a man who 
found himfelf equally happy in 
friendfhip and love. But this was 
an interview fatal to the future 
peace of both; for Septimius no 
fooner faw her, but he was fmitten 
with an involuntary paflion ; and, 
though he ufed every effort to fup- 
prefs defires at once fo imprudent 
and unjuit, the emotions of his mind 
in a fhort time became fo ftrong, 
that they brought on a_ fever, 
which the phyficians judged incu- 
rable. 

During this illnefs, Alcander 
watched him with all the anxiety of 
fondnefs, and brought his miittrefs 
to join in thofe amiable offices of 
friendfhip. The fagacity of the 
phyticians, by thefe means, foon 
diicovered that the caufe of their 
patient’s diforder was love; and 
Alcander, being apprifed of their 
difcovery, at length extorted a con- 
feflion from the reluctant dying 
lover. 

It would but delay the narrative 
to defcribe the confiiét between love 
and friendfhip in the breaft of Al- 
cander on this occafion; it is enough 
to fay, that the Athenians were at 
that time arrived to fuch refinement 
in morals, that every virtue was 
carried to excefs. In fhort, for- 
getful of his own felicity, he gave 
up his intended bride, in all her 
charms, to the young Roman. They 
were married privately by his con- 
nivance, and this unlooked-for 
change of fortune wrought as un- 
expected a change in the conftitu- 


tion of the now happy Septimus. 
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954 No Circumftauces fo defperate vshich Providence cannot relieve. 


In a few days he was perfettly re- 
covered, and fet out with his fair 
partner for Rome. Here, by an 
exertion of thofe talents which he 
was fo eminently poflefied of, Sep- 
timius, in afew years, arrived at 
the higheft dienities of the ftate, and 
was couftituted the City-judge, or 
Preior. 

in the mean time Alcander not 
only feit the pain of being feparated 
from his friend and his miitrefs, but 
a profecution was alfo commenced 
avaint him by the relations of Hy- 
O. e . . ° 
for having bafely given up 


eg sst4etys 


his bride, as was fuggeited, for mo-. 


ney. His innocence of the crime 
laid. to his charge, and even his 
eloquence in his own defence, were 
not able to withftand the influence 
of a powerful party. He was caft 
and condemned to pay an enormous 
fine. However, being unable to 
raife fo large a fum at the time ap- 
pointed, his poffeffions were con- 
fifcated, he himfelf was ftripped of 
the habit of freedom, expofed asa 
flave in the market-place, and fold 
to the higheft bidder. 

A merchant of 'Thrace becoming 
his purchafer, Alcander, with fome 
other companions of diltrefs, was 
carried into that region of defola- 
tion and fterility. Hus ftated em- 
ployment was to follow the herds 
of an imperious mafter, and his fuc- 
cefs in hunting was all that was al- 
lowed him to fupply his precarious 
fublittence. Every morning waked 
him to a renewal of famine or 
toil, and every change of feafon 
ferved but to agerzvate his unthel- 
tered diftrefs. After fome years of 
bondage, however, an opportunity 
of efcaping offered ; he “embraced 
it with ardour; fo that travelling 
by night, and lodging in caverns by 
cay, to fhorten a long ftory, he at 
lait arrived in Rome. The fame 
day on which Alcander arrived, 
Septimius fat adminiftering juftice 
in the Forum, whither our wande- 
rer came, expecting to be initantly 
known, and publickiy acknow- 
jedged, by his former triend. Here 
he itood the whole day amongft the 
croud, watching the eyes of the 
judge, and expecting to be taken 


notice of; but he was fo much al- 
tered by a long fucceffion of hard- 
fhips, that he continued unnoted 
among the refit; and, in the even- 
ing, when he was going up to the 
Prztox’s chair, he was brutally re- 
pulfed by the attending li¢tors. The 
attention of the poor 1s generally 
driven from one ungrateful object 
to another; for, night coming on, 
he now found himielf under a ne- 
cefiity of feeking a place to lie in, 
and yet knew not “wim to apply. 
All emaciated, and in rags as he 
was, none of the citizens would 
harbour fo much wretchednefs; and 
Sorping in the ftreets might be at- 
tended with interruption or danger : 
In fhort, he was obliged to take up 
his lodging in one of the tombs 
without the city, the ufual retreat of 
guilt, poverty and defpair. In this 
manfion of horror, laying his head 
upon an inverted urn, he forgot his 
miferies for a while in fleep; and 
found, on the flinty couch, more 
eafe than beds of down can fupply 
to the guilty. 

As he continued here, about mid- 
night, two robbers came to make 
this their retreat; but, happening 
to difagree about the divition of 
their plunder, ore of them ftabbed 
the other to the heart, and left him 
weltering in blood at the entrance. 
In thefe circumftances he was found 
next morning dead at the mouth of 
the vault. This naturally inducing 
a further enquiry, an alarm was 
{fpread ; the cave was examined ; 
and Alcander being found was im- 
mediately apprehended and accufed 
of robbery and murder. The cir- 
cumftances againft him were ftrong, 
and the wretchednefs of his appear- 
ance confirmed fufpicion. Misfor- 
tune and he were now fo long ac- 
guainted, that he at laft became re- 
gardlefs of life. He detefted a 
world where he had found only in- 
gratitude, falfhood and cruelty; he 
was determined to make no defence; 
and, thus lowering with refolution, 
he was dragged, bound with cords, 
befcre the tribunial of Septimius. 
As the proofs were pofitive againtt 
him, and he offered nothing in his 
Own vindication, the om was 
: proceeding 














proceeding to doom him to a mott 
cruel and rgnominious death, when 
the attention of the multitude was 
foon divided by another object. 
The robber, who had been really 
guilty, was apprehended felling his 

lunder, and, ftruck with a panic, 
had confeffed his crime. He was 
brought bound -to the fame tribu- 
nal, and acquitted every other per- 
fon of any partnerfhip in his guile. 
Alcander’s innocence therefore ap- 

eared, but the fullen rafhnefs of 
his conduét remained a. wonder to 
the furrounding multitude; but 
their altonifhment was ftill farther 
encreafed when they faw their Judge 
{tart from his tribunal to embrace 
the fuppofed criminal : Septimius 
recollected his friend and former be- 
nefaétor, and hung upon his neck 
with tears of pity and of joy. Need 
the fequel be related? Alcander 
was acquitted; fhared the friend- 
fhip and honours of the principal 
citizens of Rome ; lived after- 
wards in happinefs and eafe ; and 
left it to be engraved on his tomb, 
That no circumitances are {p defpe- 
rate, which Providence may not 
relieve. 


J View of Poriticat Letrers 
which have appeared in the Public 
Papers. 


A Friend to Mankind, in the Pub- 

lic Advertifer, fays, ‘* Liberty 
is the birthright of every Englifh- 
man, and ableffing ardently to be 
coveted by all mankind. It hasit’s 
foundation on virtue. Fraud, in- 
juitice, violence, rapine, and extor- 
tion, are incompatible with it. 
Thefe evils are the offspring of fla- 
very and arbitrary power, which are 
the certain confequences of luxury 
and diffipation. Whentherefore we 
fee thefe openly and generally pre- 
valent, we may juftly tremble for li- 
berty. By liberty alone are pre- 
ferved our lives, our properties, and 
and all that is near and dear tous; 
for to that the laws owe their force. 
An abfolute Monarch is above the 
laws ; but fubje& to them is the 
Prince of a free country, The one 
may at his pleafure plunder the 
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coffers, or wantonly {pill the blood 
of his fubjects: The other, being - 
but the fervantof the laws, (which ey” 
are made by the confent and appro- 
bation of the bulk of the people) is ts Be 
confined within the bounds by them HP: 
impofed. He has is not in his power vem 
toexact money or fervice trom any ey 
man, againit his will. ‘The life of 
none can he take away. 

Again, in a arbitrary govern- 
ment, the commonalty are grievouily 
oppreffed by the gentry prefuming 
On their intereit at court, nor can 
they obtain redrefs. On the con- 
trary, the meaneft peafant, in a free 
country, receives as much bene(it 
and protection from the laws as the 
Prince himfelf. This is no more 
than what natural juitice requires. 

Liberty 1s equally precious and 
beneficial both to king and fubject ; 
for arbitrary power will always pro- 
duce a difafteftion to him who is 4 igs 
poflefied of it. cr | 

The Prince of a free country, a3 ie 
fubjeé&t to the laws, is under their { 
protection: And as long as he ayy 
tranfereffes them not, and ufes with 
moderation the power by them en- 
trufted to him, he will govern in 
peace and fecurity, beloved and re- 
ipected by his people. 

The liberty of Great Britain is 
at prefent in a very tottering ftate : 
It’s foundations are retten. ‘True 
patriotifm, the bafis of the coniti- 
tution, isextinét: It can only har- 
bour in a breaft unfullied by the 
filth of voluptuoufnefs. Luxury 
and diflipation, now fo general, are 9 ~~ 
the parents of every evil, every | 
crime. Liberty cannot exift where 
virtue does not. Let us confider a 
little, and we fhall fee how, ftep 
by ftep, luxury and diffipation lead 
down to flavery. Re | 

The love of pleafure having once Nh 
taken firm root in the breait of i 
man, is not to besremoved. ‘To 
gratify it, his fubftance will foon be 
{pent: For there is no fortune fuf- 
ficient to fupply the boundlefs defire 
that a voluptuary will form. How 
fhall he replenifh his empty cof- 

fers; Can he fubmit te the laws of 
frugality? No ; In that cafe he muit 
refign his pleafures. What then re- 

5 D2 mains; 
































































mains, but by rapine and extor- 
tion to accumulate anew fund of 
wealth ? 3 
Such is the total and blind depra- 
vity of all ranks of people, now, 
that itis by money, not by merit, that 
a feat in the parliament is now ob- 
tained; and can we have any reli- 
ance upon men, who, in direct vio- 
lation of the laws of their country, 
have purchafed a feat in the houie, 
have corrupted the free electors? 
Men who befides are openly vicious 
and voluptuous, and defpifers of 
virtue. ‘This is the prefent deplo- 
rable fituation of England. One 
inftance I will mention, which is a 
fatal proof of our expiring liberty, 
¥ | that a man (your correfpondent 
he Agrippa I mean) has dared to ftand 
Bee forth a profeffed champion for ar- 
| bitrary power; and fupported its 
ha caufe, not by cautious and doubt- 
Be ful infinuations, but openly urging 
1] the neceflity of it. The neceflity of 
| it! Low indeed is England fallen, if 
it is neceflary for her to change her 
ineftimable conftitution! But, ( 
my countrymen, if the love of li- 
berty and your country have no lon- 
ger any influence over you ; if every 
virtue is dead within your breatts ; 
yet confult at leaft your own inte- 
reft, your own fecurity. Never fuf- 
fer arbitrary dominion within thefe 
iflands. And, though the firft exer- 
tions of her authority be for your real 
good, let not your oppofition ceafe 
till it has crufhed her. Remember 
: how deceitful are appearances ; how 
if frail is human nature; and what 
bie temptations attend on unlimited 
iP power. Even Nero, the bloody Ne- 
ERY. ro, was for the firft year of his reign 
My a pattern worthy of imitation. His 
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th counfellors, men of exemplar 
‘ virtue, and himfelf was bleffed wit 
i a good underftanding. But by flat- 
| tery corrupted, he foon grew a mer- 
| cilefs favage. What crime, what 
i enormity was he not guilty of ? 
it A Writer, in the St. James’s 
i Chronicle, fays, ** The taxes which 
t now lie fo heavy upon our induftri- 
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ous poor, and increafe the expence 
of living both of the poor and of the 
rich, are the falt daty, the duty up- 
on foap, the duty upon candies, and 
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preceptors, who were then his chief. 


the duty upon hides or leather. Of 
all thefe refpe&tive duties I have 
been at the pains to calculate the 
medium of the grofs and net annual 
produce for five years, taken from 
an account prefented to parliament 
in 1737, and confequently is as au- 
thentic as any fuch accounts can be 
{uppofed to be. 

The accounts of thefe mediums 
ftands as follows : 





Grofs Produce. Net Produce. 
Salt  463,5081, 164,9611. 
Soap =: 170,272 154,448 
Candles 153,168 1373959 
Hides 196,025 167,275 

Total 982, 624,643 
In the falt acconet the 48 8aions 


from the grofs produce on account 
of drawbacks, &c. which, at a me- 
dium, amount to near 275,000l. per 
ann. is {tated different from the de- 
ductions on account of the charges 
of management, which, ata medi- 
um, amount to near 24,o00l. per 
ann. butin the other articles there 
is no difference made between thefe 
two forts of deductions, confe- 
quently we cannot tell how much 
either of them amounted to yearly 
at a medium: But whatever the 
amount may be, the whole of all the 
deduétions, on account of the char- 
ges of management, muft be paid 

y the people of this ifland ; and 
though the drawbacks be repaid, or 
allowed to exporters, yet they con- 
tribute towards increafing the price 
to the home confumer, and are a 
greet burden upon our foreign trade, 

y the trouble and expence they oc- 
cafion to the merchant exporter ; 
therefore the whole of the grofs pro- 
duce muft be confidered as a bur- 
den upon our people, or upon our 
trade, and that upon our people 
alone muft be reckoned to amount 
to about 700,0c0o], per ann. in- 
cluding the charges of manage- 
ment, 

Or all the numerous taxés paid 
by the pee of this ifland, [ 
reckoned theie four the heavieit up-_ 
on the poor, and of the moft perni- 
cious confequence to our trade, our 
Navigation, and our manufactures, 
as molt of our fubfidies upon goods 
exported are new taken off, — 
that 

















that part of the old fubfidy which 
feems {till to be thought facred. 
And of thefe four the falt duty is 
certainly the work on many ac- 
counts, particularly that of its pre- 
venting the improvement of our 
lands, as falt is known to be one of 
the beit manures that can be laid 
upon moft forts of foils. This tax 
has always been deemed fo pernici- 
ous, that it was once abolifhed, but 
revived again the very next year. 
The revival of this tax was genes. 
roufly and warmly oppofed by moft 
of our great landholders, though they 
were the only landholders that could 
reap any felifh and immediate be- 
nefit from fubftituting the fale duty 
in the room of ts. in the pound 
land tax ; for it wasthen demonf- 
trated as clearly as any thing can be 
by figures, that the increaied ex- 
peace of a gentleman’s fupporting 
his family, occafioned by the fale 
duty, would, to every gentleman of 
400], a year, or under, amount to 
more in three years, than he could 
fave by reducing a fhilling in the 
pound of the land-tax for one 
year. 

And as in our prefent circumftan- 
ces we cannot reduce a fhilling in 
the pound of the land-tax for an 
one year, without taking 500,000. 
from the finking fund ; confequent- 
ly the nation muft for three years 
continne fubject to the falt duty, for 
every one year in which we reduce 
a fhilling in the pound of the land- 
tax. 

It is now become apparent, that 
the ruin of our trade and manufac- 
tures will be the certain confequence 
of the continuance of our prefent 
taxes upon trade, and upon the ne- 
ceffaries of life, for any great num- 
ber of years; whereas, if care be 
taken from henceforth, to apply the 
whole of the finking fund every half 
year to the payfmg off fo much of 
the principal of the national debt, 
and confequcntly extinguifhing a 
proportional part of the intereft 

rowing due half-yearly to the pub- 
ic creditors, we fhould at the end 
of ten years be able to abolifh eve- 
ry one of the taxes I have before 
particularly mentioned, without re- 
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757 
ducing the finking fund below two 
millions a year. 

Befides the advantage this would 
be of to our trade and commerce in 
general, it would be an annual ad- 
vantage to every landholder in the 
kingdom, whofe eftate does not ex- 
aa 40ol. a year, which would be 
equal to a reduction of one fhilling 
in his land-tax; becaufe, by the 
abolifhing the duties upon falt, foap, 
candles, and leather, he would fave 
at leaft as muchin his expence of 
houle-keeping, as he could fave by 
that reduction, as muft be evident 
from what was upon a former occa- 
fion demonftrated, with regard to the 
falt duty alone. 


The Lifeof Srepuen GARDINER, 
Bifoop of Winchefter. 
[ Continued from Page 745.] 


[N 1543+ Bithop Gardiner was one 
of the Commifiioners appointed 
toconclude atreaty of peace with 
Scotland, and alfo a treaty of mar- 
riage between the young Queen of 
Scotland and the Prince of Wales. 
But whatever public employments 
he was engaged in, the principal 
object of his attention feems to have 
been, the preventing the progrefs of 
the Reformation, and what was 
called the New Learning, to the 
utmoft of his power. And when- 
ever he was engaged in the 
perfecution of thofe he called He- 
retics, it was utterly in vain for 
them to produce any arguments in 
fupport of their opinions. If the 
Bithop of Winchelter was invefted 
with a fufficient degree of fecular 
power, he paid no regard to the 
itrongeft arguments, from reafon, 
or from Scripture. A Clergyman 
named Seton,a man of parts and 
learning, being brought before Gar- 
diner for a fermon he had preached 
in London, and having defended 
himfelf and his opinions in a man- 
ner which the Prelate was unable to 
aniwer, Gardiner faid to him, 
‘«* Mr. Seton, we know ye are learn- 
** ed, and plentesufly endaed with 
“* knowledge in the Scriptures, yet 
‘* think not that ye fhall overcome 
US. 
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““ us. No, no, fet your heart at 

refit; and look never to have it 

faid, that ye have overcome the 

‘“* Bifhops. For it fhall not be 

ett 

This year, 1543, Bifhop Gardi- 
ner, beingin much favour with the 
King, thought ita favourable op- 
portunity tu fet fome meafures on 
root, that would have a tendency to 
ftop the progreis of the Reforma- 
tion. He had been informed, that 
there were many Heretics in Wind- 
for. He, therefore, moved the King 
in Council, thata commuifiion might 
be granted for fearching fufpected 
houfes in that town, in which it was 
faid were many books againft the 
Six Articles. In confequence of 
this, four perfons, Anthony Perfons, 
Robert Tefiwood, Henry Filmer, 
and John Marbeck, were taken up, 
and tuted and condemned for here- 
iy ; andthree of them were after- 
wards burnt. The laft of them, 
Marbeck, who was pardoned, was 
charged with compiling an Englifh 
Concordance. And Fox teils us, 
that when this man was examined 
before the Council, Gardiner ob- 
ferved, that there had beena Con- 
cordance compiled in Latin for the 
eafe of preachers: but, he added, 
** If fuch a book fhould go forth in 
** Englifh.it would dettroy the Latin 
** tongue.” 

But Gardiner was not content with 
having been the means of bringing 
to the flake a few Proteitants of in- 
confiderable note. He had takena 
much higher aim. The Archbifhop 
ef Canterbury, Cranmer, was the 
great fupport of the reformed opi- 
nions ; and Gardiner had long been 
his inveterate enemy. He there- 
fore, laid a very deep plot to ruin 
the Archbifhop, together with feve- 
ral cf his Proteftant friends. And 
for this purpofe he carried on two 
intrigues at the fame time; one at 
W indie. and another at Canter- 
bury. Befides the profecutions a- 
gainft thofe at Windfor, of whom we 
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have already fpoken, his emiffaries 
were employed in preparing indidt- 
ments againitt Sir Philip Hobby, & Sir 
‘Thomas Chardine, both of the 
Privy Council, together with feveral 
Ladies and others. At Canterbury, 
they began by preferring accufations 
acainitt Dr. Ridley, Chaplain to 
the Archbifhop, and three other 
preachers, who were favoured by 
him. But what they had. princi- 
pally in view, was to collect what- 
ever they could, hearfays and re- 
ports, orary thing elfe, which, by 
the fubtilty and malice of Gardiner, 
might be formed into an_accufation 
againftCranmer. Gardiner’s prin- 
cipal agent in this dark and iniqui- 
tous bufinefs, was one Dr. London, 
2 man well fitted for the purpofe. 
Archbifhop Parker ftiles him, ** a 
** ftout and filthy Prebendary *.” 
A book of articles of accufation 
againft Cranmer was accordingly put 
into the King’s hands. But by means 
of intercepted letters, fome from 
Gardiner, and others from his agent 
London, the whole fcheme was dif- 
covered ; and the King being tho- 
roughly convinced of its malevo- 
lence, the whole defign was crufhed. 
And as to Bifhop Gardiner, . the 
King from this time conceived a 
worie opinion of him than he. had 
ever done before. Gardiner, how- 
ever, feems to have been engaged 
in other attempts after this, and in 
this reign, to ruin Cranmer, but 
they were without effect. 

In 1544, our Prelate’s Secretary, 
whofe name was German Gardiner, 
and who was much in his matter’s fa- 
vour, was condemned & executed for 
defending the Pope’s fupremacy. 
Upon this, according to- Fox, the 
King beingin conference with the 
Duke of Suffolk, and others of the 
Council, was fully perfuaded, that 
Gardiner’s Secretary, ‘‘ being in 
‘** fuch fpecial favour with his maf- 
“* ter, would never fltand fo tiff in 
“* defence of the Bifhop of Rome’s 

, ** ufurped 


* Dr, London was afterwards, hy means of fome letters which had been intended 
for Gareiner, but which were intercepted, convidted before the Cauncil of perjury, 
and fentenced to ride clirough Windfor, Reading,and Newbury, with bis face towards 
his borfe’s ta'], and a paper wpon his head declaiing his crime ; and toftand in the 


pillory in each of thofe towns. He was afterwarde fint to the Fleet, where he dicd, 























*¢ ufurped power and authority, 
<<. without his faid mafter’s both ad- 
‘¢vice, knowledge, and perfuation.” 
Henry, therefore, gave directions 
tothe Duke of Suffolk, to taken 
to his affiftance two or three of the 
Council, and caufe Gardiner to be 
committed to the Tower, in order 
that he might anfwer to fuch things 
as fhould Be objected to him. But 
before this was effected, the Prelate 
receiving intimation of what was 
intended, repaired to the King. 
Henry, when he faw him, toldhim, 
he wondered that his Secretary 
fhould in fo notorious a manner of- 
fend againft him and the laws ; 
and that it was thoughthe, the Bi- 
fhop, was not clearin the affair, but 
that he was indeedof the fame op1- 
nion with his Secretary. However, 
(the King told him) if he would ho- 
neftly confefs the truth, he would 
ardon him; butif he diffembled, 
c fhould receive no favour at his 
hands. Upon this, Gardiner fell on 
his knees before the King, and ac- 
knowledged, that he had for along 
time been of the {ame opinion with 
his Secretary ; but he befought his 
Majefty’s pardon, and ** there be- 
“< wailing himfelf, promifed from 
*¢ that time forward to reform his 
“* opinion, and become a new man.” 
Henry thereupon granted Gardiner 
his pardon, agreeable to his pro- 
mife ; which was no {mall difap- 
pointment to the Duke of Suffolk, 
and others, whowere nofriends to 
our Prelate. 
In 1545, Bifhop Gardiner was em- 
loyed in Flanders, in foliciting a 
eague between the Emperor, and 
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the French King, and Henry. And 


during his abfence, Cranmer endea- 


vouredto procure the King’s con- 
fent for the abolithing of iome pre- 
vailing fuperititions, {uchas the Vi- 
gil, and ringing of bells all the 
night upon Allhallows, and the co- 
vering of images in the time of 
Lent, with the lifting up the veil 
thatcovereth the crois upon Palm 
Sunday, the kneeling to the crofs 
atthe iame time, and creeping to it. 
But this was prevented by Gardi- 
ner; whoreceiving information of it, 
artfully wrote word to the King, that 
his bufinefs was in a good train ; 
but he befought him not to fuffer any 
innovations inreligion or ceremo- 
nies ; for if he did, there would be 
no hopes of his fucceeding with the 
Emperor. 

Gardiner returned from Flanders 
about January, 1546. And foon 
after, he and the Popith party found 
means to fet on foot a perfecution of 
the Proteflants, uponthe itatue of 
theSix Articles. In particular, a 
charge of herefy was brought againft 
Mrs. Anne Afcough, fiiter to Sir 
Francis Afcough, of Lincolnfhire, 
a Lady of unblemifhed life, and ex- 
emplary piety, of afharp and ready 
wit, and better education than was 
common in thofe of her fex. They 
hoped by falling upon her, to have 
drawn outof her confeffions fome 
matters againft the Dutchefs of Suf- 
folk, the Countefs of Suffex, the 
Countefs of Hertford, the Lady 
Denny, the Lady Fitzwilliams, 
and fome of the Council. She 
underwent feveral examinations ;+ 

“* but 


+ Fox has preferved an account of fome of her examinations, as given by her- 
felf. One of them was before the Council at Greenwich. She was there afked by 
Lord Wriothefley, the Chancellor, what her opinion was concerning the Sacrament, 


‘¢ My anfwer (fays the) was this. 


I believe that fooft as I, ina Uhriftian congre- 


gation, doreccive the bread in remembrance of CHRIST’s death, and with thankf 
giving, according to his holy inftitutions, I receive therewith the fruits alfo of his 
moft glorious paffion, The Bifhop of Winchefter bad me make a dire& anfwer. I 


faid, I would not fing a new fong of the LORD in a ftrange land. 


Then the Bifhop 


faid I fpake in parables. I anfwered, it was beft forhim; for if I fhew the open 


truth, (qouthI) ye will not accept it. 


Thea he faid I was a parrot. 


I told him 


again, | was ready to fuffer all things ac his hands, not only his rebukes, but ali that 
fhould follow befides ; yea, and all that giladiy.”” The next day fhe was brought 
again before the Council, and again interrogated concerning the Sacrament; and fhe 
fays that Lord Lifle, Lord Effex, and Bifhop Gardiner, carneftly required her to con- 
feis * the Sacrament to be fieth, blood, and bone,” ‘The Bithop afterwards defired to 


fpeak 
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“bo Propofal for a Female Adminift: atcen 


but they could not get out of her. 


what they wanted, and therefore 
they endeavoured to exort it by the 
rack. When fhe had for fome time 
endured this torture, and it was 
found infufficient for the purpofe 
they aimed at, the Licutenant ot the 
‘Tower was ordered to put her on 
the rack again. But this his huma- 
nity refufed ; and upon this, it is 
faid, the Lord Chancellor, (Wrio- 
thefley) who was a zealous Papiii, 
threw off his gown, and drew the 
rack himfelf, torturing her as long 
as life could fupportit. And when 
they found they could not obtain the 
end they aimed at, they contented 
themfelves for the prefent with burn- 
ing the poor Lady; and with her 
Nicholas Belenian, John Adams, 
and John Laffels, all on the fame 
account ; that was, for {peaking 
againft the corporal prefence in the 
Sacrament, in difobedience to the 
Six Articles. Sir George Blage, one 
of the gentlemen of the King’s 
Privy Chamber, was alfo commit- 
ted to Newgate on the Sunday be- 
fore Mrs. Ayfcough fuffered, and 
condemned to the fire on the Wed- 
nefday following. But the Kin 
hearing of it, was greatly offended 
with the Lord Chancellor for com- 
ing fo near him, and even to his 
ey chamber, and commanded 

im immediately to draw out his 
pardon. As foonas Sir George was 
releafed, and came into the pre- 
fence, the King cried out, ashe was 
accufiomed to call him, ‘‘ Ah! 
“my Pig '” * Yes,” faid Sir 
George ; ‘* If your Majefty had 
** not been better to me than your 
** Bifhops, your Pig had been roait- 
“¢ ed e’re this time.” 

[To be continued, | 


Propofal fer a Female Adminiftra- 
lion. 
THE Greek comedian, Arifto- 


_ phanes, as I have read ina tranf{- 
jation of his plays, reprefents the 


furprizing abulity. 


Armenian women taking-the affairs 
of government into their own ma- 
nagement, and ierioufly, in my 
opinion, his Greek ladies feem ‘to 
guide the cabinet moft adroitly. 
Some of them make very eloquent 
and pretty fpeeches; and one of 
them, in_ particular, opens her 
budget of ways and means with 
And why we 
fhould not prove an excellent fucce- 
daneum in the prefent pinch, I can- 


not, for. the foul of me, compre - 


hend. ‘The antients, it is certain, 
held our parts in no. {mall venera- 
tion. Minerva was their goddefs of 
wifdom, and on her they beftowed 
the. attributes of war as well as 
peace. The fair Omphale is pic- 
tured by them, to fhew her influ- 
ence, aitride upon the club of gaint- 
killing Hercules. We feldom fail, 
I believe, of getting the better of 
whatever we take in hand; and 
fooner or later by our je ne fcai puis, 
and /caveir faire, we make -the 
boldeft of our antagonifts kneel 
down before us. 

It would be no difficult tafk to 
form a fpeedy arrangement of an 
eficient, and refpectable female ad- 
miniftration. Then only think how 
charmingly the lift would run in the 
Gazette : 

His ---- has been gracioufly pleaf- 
edto appoint 
The Dutches of -——, Lady prefi- 
dent of the Council. 

The Countefs of ——, Lady Pri- 
"Wit —, Pay-miftref 

if. --—, Pay-miftrefs 

Lady ---, Poft-miftrefs | General. 

I could point out an handfome 
Lady of quality, a good Horfewo- 
man, and great lover of hunting, as 
well gqualited to be AMlifre/s of the 
Hor/fe or of the Buck-hounds. ‘There 
might eafily be met within our fex 
a prudent Manager & good Oecono- 
mift, not unworthy the office of Lady 
Steward of the Houfoold. We have 
an hiftorian of our pender, who ecr- 
tainly would not difgrace the poft of 

_ Secretary 


fpeak with herin private, but that fhe ceclined; and when he told her that fhe fhoeld 
be burnt, the anfwered, “ that the had fearched all the Scriptures, yet could “Hever 
find ‘that either Curyst or his Apeftles put any creature to death,’” “She ‘was 
aiverwa'ds fentto Newgate, though extremely ill, and in great pains” “2. °* 72- 


~~ °* 





Secretary of State. I myfelf, pardos 
the ray, fhould not defpair of 
iving perfect fatisfaction in the dif- 

cult office of Lady Lieutenant of 
freland. Pray contider, how much 
better might our weighty affairs in 
Ruflia be tranfacted, were an Am- 
baffedrefs appornted to treat with 
the Czarina? In good truth, I mean 
nothing mvidious againit any of our 
prefent Excellencies ; but furely we 
women fhould know beft how to 
deal with one another. Perhaps the 
Spanifh Dons might be perfuaded by 
a Lady Plenipotentiary, to pay us 
the Manilla ranfom----perhaps too, 
the Count d’Oyeiras might be ren- 
dered fupple by a female embafly. I 
am aware there would be no {mall 
competition for the Bed-chamber ; 
one might name an hundred who 
would figure unexceptionably in that 
capacity. Our fex, formed as it 1s 
by nature, and improved by educa- 
tion, would execute with eafe the 
functions of that honourable de- 
partment. I mayaffert, we fhould 
not any of us defire to makea fine- 
cure of it. 

Upon the whole, as the nation 
profpeted in no zrea of our paar? A 
more than in the reign of our wile 
Queen Elizabeth, aififted ‘indeed, 
but not governed, by her Ada/e mi- 
nifters, 1can fee no abfurdity in fup- 
pofine that a, wife --- might 
find it turn to good account to make 
ufe a good deal, if not chiefly, of a 
council of Females. 





4 Remarkable Story. 
[Continued from Page 747, and con- 
cludea.| 


‘THE mufqueteer was one day ex- 

prefling his furprize at the 
ftrone inclination he had of con- 
ftantly being with his unknown bro- 
ther, and at his great propenfity for 
oving him ; it was now that the 
elder brother could no longer with- 
hold the fecret from him, or’ refrain 


‘from embracing him with tender- 


nefs, at the fame time fubftituting 
the word drother for friend. He 

neverthelefs, immediately fubjoined 
all the reafons which fhould induce 
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both of them to a& with caution in 
this refpect, in imparting to him 
the difcourfe which had paffed be- 
tween him and the mufqueteer’s 
cappetes mother; and concluded 
with imtimating his fears that fhe 
might behave to her adopted fon in 
the manner fhe had threatened, if 
the perceived the leait relaxation on 
his fide with refpeét to tendernefs 
and affeétion. 

Whatever emotions the mafque- 
teer feltin his breait upon this dif. 
covery, he promifed, however, to 
keep within fuch bounds as were 
prefcribed him; and they then 
jettled in what. manner they fhould 
behave. To pay refpe& and re- 
gard to an amiable & generous lady, 
could not appear a very difficult 
tafk, which they agreed, by oath, 
never to {werve from. Indeed the 
teftimonies which fhe expe&ted were 
fuch as could no way embarrafs any 
young gentleman well brought up, 
as his own difpofition, without com- 
pulfion, would have induced him to 
offer them. 

But the danger lay on another 
fide. The idea of amother, whom 
he had never feen, and who incef- 
fantly recurred to his mind under 
every attracting form, greatly dif- 
turbed his tranquility, The defire 
of feeing her became an infuppor- 
table torment to him. He opened 
his mind to his brother upon this 
head, who painted to him in lively 
colours, his apprehenfions, exhorting 
him to gain more empire over his 
fentiments; but this counfel was 
not attended to. Even the fruftra- 
tion of all his hopes did not appear 
to him as an evil that fhould di- 
vert his defign ; but this he thought 
could never be the cafe, as he did 
not imagine, that fhe who was, he 
thought, folely actuated by genero- 
fity in all that fhe had done for 
him, could ever be offended to fee 
him give way to thofe fentiments 
which were juft as they were natu- 
ral, efpecially when he fhould fo- 
lemnly declare to her they fhould 
no way afiect thofe which fhe had 
a right to expect from him. His 
enees exerted all his endeavours 
to make him lay afide this thought, 

4E ut 
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but in vain ; he fat out with the de- 
fien of opening his heart to his 
benefattrefs, and to intreat her to 
allow him to make a voyage to Eng- 
land. 

He was received by her with the 
ufual marks of affection. She had 
no fufpicion of any thing that had 
pafied ; and her affection for this 
dear fon was now at its fummit. 
He had neverthelefs fearce began 
to explain himfelf ere fhe diico- 


 vered what he was going upon. Her 


indignation was fired to that degree 
that it eclipfed all her other fenti- 
ments.—** ‘They have ruined you,” 
fays fhe, interrupting him, ‘‘I from 
<<'this moment ceafe to be your 
‘ mother, fince you’re ‘no longer 
‘ ignorant whofe fon you are. Go 
© back to thofe who have done you 


aan a 


' € this kind office, and never appear 


‘* asain in my fight.” So great 
was her jealouly, that upon faying 
thefe laft words, fhe immediately 
retired to her clofet, where fhe 
locked herfelf in all alone, without 
Jiftening a moment to the prayers 
and entreaties of the youth. He at 
length concluded that his reafonin 

hot deceived him; but the evil 
which he began to dread affecting 
him far lefs than what he thought 
the duty he owed to nature, he re- 
folved rather to renounce his claims 
to fortune, than to give up thofe 
obligations which he thought in- 
cumbent on a youth of family, who 
fhould confider nothing fo dear as 
thofe who gave him breath. This 
refolution aid not however prevent 
the renewal of his endeavours to 
foften a heart whofe affeétion he 
confidered as placed in the firft. rank 
after that he hofe his real mother. 
He was beloved by the fervants, 
who had been accufiomed to treat 
him like their mafter, fo that by 
their affiftance he gained admittance 
into the lady’s apartment, not- 
withftanding the rigorous injuncti- 
ons fhe had Jaid upon her attendants 
to the contrary... At the fight of 
him fhe was upon the point of fly- 
ing fromthe room he entered ; but 
he threw himfelf at her feet, and in. 


terrupted her paflage. 


‘Thies was a moi uncommon 
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{cene: jealoufy, affection, and rage, 
by turns animated her. However, it 
at length ended in a kind of com- 
pofition on both fides. ‘The lady 
promifed to continue her friend- 
{hip towards him, and tovfarget the 
oftence he had given her,..on.condi- 
tion that he would engage not to go 
to England, and never to call. the 
Scotch Lady (whom fhe confidered 
as her rival) mother in her prefece, 
On his part the mufqueteer. gave 
his word, but in the moft equivo- 
calterms, to obey in every thin 
the lady whom he fhould lon al 
his life-time as his mother, and 
never to undertake any thing that 
might give her the leaft uneafinefs. 
He placed his hope in efcaping by 
this mental refervation, and to find 
{ome favourable opportunity of go- 
ing focretiy, to En land. 

eace anne me et by this hap- 
py treaty, fome. months. elapfed 
whilft he was concerting his mea- 
{ures to make a fecret voyage to 
England ; and he put them in exe- 
cution at the time the court was at 
Fontainbleau, when he obtained 
leave of abfence for three weeks, 
without any one of his friends hav- 
ing the leaft fufpicion of his depar- 
ture, In fine, fate, who had decreed 
that he fhould not inherit this fady’s 
fortune, refolved that his benefac- 
trefs fhould be taken ill of a violent , 
fever earing his abfence, and think- 
ing, in her Jucid intervals, that her 
end approached, fhe moft ardently 
wifhed to fee him. He was accord- 
ingly wrote to, but the letters never 
reached him ; equally fruitlefs-was 
the .fearch made after him, tilhit 
was at length difcovered by fome of 
the officers of the corps, that he was 
gone over to England. 

‘T-his news, which-was too inad-. 
vertently related to his benefaétrefs; 
no fooner reached her than it threw 
her into the moft violent agonies, 
in which fhe expired, revoking her 
former will in her adopted fon’s 
favour, confidering. him . as « the 
mott ungrateful of human beings, 
and leaving her whole. fortune to a 
convent, o. | | 

‘The -mindof the unfortunate muf- 
Qucteer was greatly agitated at this 
unexpected 










unexpected ftroke; every thing now 
rane ypee ruffe him, though the 
real fource of his uneafineis was 
m his‘own breatt, there engendered 
by: his adopted mother’s cruelty 
and “revenge. As he could not 
brook:am atrront, he was always cau- 
tious of giving one; but his difpo- 
fition now was inclined to conitrue 
the flighteft infinuation into infult, 
and being in company where his 
ewn ftory was told by another ofh- 
cer, who did not know him, it was 
confidered by him as fo great an 
outrage upon decency, that he im- 
mediately called the officer out, 
when drawing, his antagoniit fell in 
the conflict. It was neceflary for 
the mufqueteer to make a precipi- 
tateefcape, and he flew to England, 
where he foon found himfelf deiti- 
tute of money or protection, and his 
expectations from the fummit of 
fortune were reduced ‘to the mean 
neceflity: of imploring the benevo- 
lence of thofe, who, becaufe they 
were richer, fancied themfelves 
greater than he,” 


Defeription of the Manati, or Sea 


Cow, a Sea Animal. 


mp HE Manati, .or fea cow, never 

comes out upon the fhore, but 
always lives in the water ; its {kin is 
black and thick, like the bark ofan 
old oak, and fo hard that one can 
fcarcely cut it with an ax ; its head 
in proportion to its body is {mall, 
a falls off from the neck to the 
fnout, which is fo much bent that 
the mouth:feems to hie below; to- 
wards the end the {noutis white and 
rough, with white whifkers about 
nine inches long; it has no teeth, 
but only two flat white bones, one 
above, the other below ; its noftrils 
are near the end of its {nout, in 
a and breadth about an inch 
and a half; they are double, and 
within are rough and hairy; itseyes 
are black; placed almoft in the mid- 
dle, and near in one line with the 
noftrils, they are no larger than 
fheep’s eyes, ‘which is certainly re- 
markable in fuch a monftrous crea- 
ture; it has no: eye-brows nor eye- 
lathes ; and its ears are only‘a fmall 
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may go among ~ es 


/ 
opening ; its neck is not eafily dif- 
covered, the head and body being 
fo nearly joined ; however, there 
are fome vertebr2 proper for turn- 
ing the head upon, which it actually 
does, particularly when it feeds, 
hanging its head like a cow ; its bo- 
dy is round like that of a feal, be- 
ing thickeit about the navel, and 
growing {maller towards the head 
and tail; the tailis thick, and bent 
a ‘little towards the end; it fome- 
thing refembles the beard of the 
whale, and fomewhat the fins of a 
fifh ; its paws, which are under its 
néck, are about 21 inches long, with 
them he both fwims and goes, and 
by them he takes hold of the rocks, 
to which he fometimes faftens him- 
felf fo ftrongly, that when he is 
dragged from thence with hooks, he 
will leave the fkin of his paws be- 
hind ; it is obferved that thefe paws 
are fometimes divided in two, like 
the hoof of a cow; but this does 
not feem to be common, only acci- 
dental. The females have two 
teats upon their breafts. Thelength 
of the manatt is about 28 feet, and 
its weight about 200 pood. Thefe 
animals goin droves in calm wea- 
ther near the mouths of rivers ; and 
though the dams oblige their young 
always to {wim before them, yet the 
reft of the herd cover them upon all 
fides, fo that they are conttantly in 
the middle of the drove. In the 
time of flood they come fo near the 
fhore, that one may {trike them with 
a club or fpear; nay, the author re- 
lates that he has even ftroked their 
backs himfelf with his hand. When 
they are hurt they fwim off to fea, 
but prefently return. They live in 
families, one near another; and a 
family confifts of a male, female, 
fome half grown, and one fmall 
calf; hence it appears that every 
male has one female. They bring 
forth their young im the eft, 
and never more than one at 2 
time, 

They appear to be extremely glat- 
tonou:, eating fo continually with- 
out any regard to their own ret 
they they hardly ever lift their 
above the water; fo te 
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chufe which he pleafes to carry off. 
The half of their body, that is, their 
back and fides, is always, above 
water, upon which flocks of crows 
fettle, and pick the lice out of their 
fkins. They do not feed upon eve- 
ty herb, but, firft, upon fea cab- 
ba e, which has a leaf refembling 
favoys ; fecondly, upon cabbage re- 
fembling a club; thirdly, upon cab- 
tage refeablin g thongs ; and fourth- 
jy, upon a waved kind of cabbage : 
And wherever they have been, 
though but for one day, heaps of 
roots and italks are thrown out up- 
on the fhore. When they have eaten 
their fill, they lie afleep upon their 
backs. As foon as the ebb begins, 
they retire to the fea, feartng to be 
left upon, the fhore. In the winter 
timé they are frequently crufhed by 
the ice againit the rocks, and throwa 
cut uponthe beach. ‘This happens 
during a ftorm, when the wind is 
upon the fhore. At this feafon the 
are fo lean, that one may count all 
their ribs and vertebra. ‘They are 
caught with great iron hooks fome- 
thing like the fluke of a fmall an- 
chor. ‘This hook is carried by a 
ftrong man in a boat with three or 
four rowers, who when he comes 
among the Kerd ftrikes into one of 
them, ‘Thirty men that are left u p- 
on, the fhore, and hold one end of a 
rope which is faftened to the hook, 
draw the manati towards the land ; 
and.in the mean time thofe that are 
in the boat ftab and cut it till it dies. 
I once faw fome of the fithers cut 
off the flefh from the creature, while 
it was alive, who all the while ftruck 
the water with its paws with fuch 
force that the fkin was torn off them; 
but at laft it expired. It is eafierto 
catch the old ones than the young: 
For the laft are more aétive, and the 
{kin being fofter the hook frequent- 
ly loofes its hold. When one of 
them is ftruck, and ftrugelestoclear 
himfelf of the hook, thofe of the 
head that are neareft to him come 
to his affiftance: Some overturn the 
boat by getting under it; others lay 
themfelves upon the rope, as if they 
could break it; and others endea- 
vour to ftrike out the hook with 
their tails, which fometimes fuc- 
ceeds, The love thatis between 
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the male and-female is extraordina- 
ry ; for after the male has-ufed ‘all 
the methods to affitt and re(cue:.the 
female, he follows her even dead, 
tothe fhore, and has been:obferved 
fometimes even after two-or. three 
days to remain by the dead body. ; 
This animal cannot be faid to: low, 
but rather brays hatd, whichis pas- 
ticularly obiervable when it. 1s 
wounded. It cannot be faid how 
fharp their fight or hearmg.is; bat 
both fenfes appear to be.wery weak, , 
perhaps from their keeping: their’. 
heads always under water. 

Their fleth, though it takes a long: 
time to boil, taftes weil, and: 1s fome+ 
thing like beef. ‘The fat.’of the 
young refembles pork, and the lean 
islike veal. The fleth is eafily boil: 
ed, and {wells fo much that it takes 
up double the fpace when boiled 
thatit did raw. It is impoffible to: 
boil the fat about the head and tail ; 
but the ribs and back are very deli-. 
cate. Some pretend that the. flefh 
of this animal will not keep in fale ; 
but we found the contrary, it ap-— 
peering to us little inferior to falted 

eef, | | 


The celebrated Prince Eugene’s daily 
Prayer.” , 


O ™y God:! E believe in thee, do 
thou ftrengthen: my belief; 2 
hope in thee, do thou confirm my 
hope; I love thee, vouchfafe to re- 
double my love ; 1 am forry for my 
fins. O increafe my repentence ; 
I adore thee as my firft principle ; 
I defire thee asmy laftend; I thank 
thee as my perpetual benefatior ; 
I call upon thee, as my fupreme de- 
fender. My God! pleafed to 
ome me by thy wifdom, rule me 
y thy juftice, comfort me by thy . 
mercy, and keep me by thy power ; 
to thee I dedicate all my thoughts, 
words, and aétions; that hence- 
forth I may think: of thee, fpéeak 
of thee, a¢t according to thy will, 
and fuffer for thy fake ; Lord, my 
willis fubje&t te thine in whatfoever 
thou willeft, becaufe it is thy will. I 
befeech thee toenlighten my under- 
ftanding, to give bounds to. my will, 
to punty my. bedy, to fandhfy my | 
foul. Enable me, O my God! to 
| maa expiate 
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expiate my pait offences, to conquer 
my future temptations, to reduce 
the paflions that are too ftrong for 
me, and to praétife the virtues that 
become me. © fill my heart witha 
tender remembrance of thy favours, 
an averfion. for my infirmities, a 
love for my neighbour, and a con- 
tempt for the world ; let me alfo 
remember to. be fubmuiflive to my 
fuperiors, charitable to my enemies, 
faithful. to my friends, amd indul- 
ent to. my inferiors. O God! 
elp. me. to.overcome pleafure by 
mortification, covetoufnefs by alms, 
anger by meeknefs, and lukewarm- 
neleby devotion, O my God! make 
me prudent in undertakings, cou- 
rageous in dangers, patient under 
difappointments, and humble in 
fuccefs,. Let me never forget, O 
Lord ! to. be.fervent in prayer, 
temperate in food, exact in my em- 
ploys,,,and,..conftant in my refolu- 
tions. Infpire me, O. Lord! with 
a defire always to have a quiet con- 
{cience, an .oytward modelty, as 
well as inward, an edifying conver- 
fation, and: a.regular conduct; let 
me always apply myfelf to refift 
nature, to afi race, to keep. th 
commands, and deferve to belavele 
My God ! do thou convince me of 
the meannefs of the earth, the great- 
nefs of. heaven, the fhortnefs of 
time, and the length of eternity. 
Grant that. I may be prepared. for 
death, that-1 may fear thy judg- 
ment, avoid hell, and obtain para- 
dife, for the fake and merits of 
my Lord,and Saviour Jefus Chrift. 


Amen. 


Of the St. Kilda Houfes.----Of the 
Staller’s Houfe, and a. Druidical 
Place of Worfbip, in the Illand of 


Boreray. 


ON the eaft fide of the ifland, at 
_ the diftance of a quarter of a 
mile from: the bay,, lies the village, 
where the whole bedy of this little 
people live together, like the inha- 
bitants of a townor city. All their 
houles are built in two rows, abun- 
dantly regular and facing one.ano- 
ther, with a;tolerable caufeway in 
ie middle, which they. call the 
reet. 
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Theie habitations are made and 

contrived in a very uncommon 
manner. Every one of themis flat 
in the roof, or nearly fo, much like 
the houfes of fome Oriental nations. 
---That from any one of thefe the 
St. Kaldians have borrowed their 
manner of building, no man ofienic 
will entertain a Tedaitios, ‘Lhey 
have been taught this leffon by tiieur 
own reafon, improved by experi- 
ence, 
The place in which their lot has 
fallen, 1s peculiarly iubjeét to vio- 
lent iqualls and furious hurricanes < 
Were their houfes raifed. higher 
than at prefent, they believe the 
firit winter fiorm would bring them 
down about their ears:----For this 
reafon the precaution they take in 
giving them roofs much flatter than. 
ordinary, feems to be not altogether, 
unneceffary. ) 

The walls of thefe habitations 
are made of a rough gritty kind of 
ftones, huddled up together in hafte, 
without either lime er mortar, from 
eight to-nine feet high. 

In the heart of the walls are the 
beds, which are overlaid with flags, 
and large enough to contain three 
perfons. In the fide of every bed 
is an Opening, by. way of door, 
which is much too narrow and low 
to anfwer that purpofe. 

All their dwelling houfes are di- 
vided iftte two. apartments by par- 
tition walls. In the divifion next 
the door, which is much the largeft, 
they have their cattle ftalled during 
the whole winter feafon; the 
other ferves for kitchen, hall, and. 

ed-room. 

It will be readily expected that a 
tace of men and women, bred ian 
St.. Kilda, muft be a, very flovenly 
gmemetins and every way inelegant. 

confefs. it is impoflible to defend 
them from. this imputation, Their 
method of preparing.a fort of ma- 

nure, to them-indeed of vatt. ufe, 
proves that they are very indeli~ 
cate. : 

After having burnt a confiderable 
quantity,of, dried turf, they fpread 
the afhes. with the niceft care over 
the foorof that apartment, in which 
they eat. and fleep.. Thefe uthes fo 


exactly laid out, they cover with > 
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rich friable fort of earth : Overthis 
bed of earth they fcatter a propor- 
tionable heap of that duft into which 
ats are apt to crumble away: This 
Sas; they water, tread and beat 
the whole compoft in:o a hard floor, 
on which they immediately make 
new fires very large, and never ex- 
tinguifhing till they have a fuffici- 
ent ftock of new afhes on hand. 
The fame operations. are repeated 
with a never-tailing punctuality till 
they arejuft ready to fow their bar- 
fey ; but that time the walls of their 
houfes are funk down from eight 
or nine feet, to about four or five. 
To have room enough for accu- 
mulating heaps of this compoft one 
above another, the ancient St. Kil- 
dians had ingenuity enough to con- 
trive their beds within the linings 
of their walls, and it was for the 
fame reafon they took care to raife 
thefe walls to an height far from 
being common in the other weftern 
iflands. . 
The manure produced in this 
way muft undoubtedly be good, 
though probably rather fharp than 
of long duration, as it is fcattered 
in {mall quantities upon the furface 
of the ground ; fo that the fiery and 
faline particles of it muft foon eva- 
rate. —— Be that as- it will, thofe 
who prattife this art are-abundant- 
ly lavifh in its praifes. They 
call it acommodity ineftimably pre- 
cious ; and one may venture to af- 
firm, that a genuine St. Kildian 
would feruple to barter it away for 
all the diamonds in Brafil and Gol- 
conda. a 
It is certain that cleanlinefs muft 
contribute greatly to health, and of 
courfe longevity; but in {pite of 
that inftance of indelicacy now gi- 
ven, and many more which might 
have been added, I have not been 
able to find, that the people of this 
ifland are more fhort-lived than 
ether men.——Their total want of 
thefe articles of luxury, which have 
fo natural a tendency to deftroy the 
conftitution of the human body and 
their moderate exercifes, will, to- 
gether with fome other circumftan- 





ces, keep the balance of life equal, 


enough between them and thofe 
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who are abfolute ftrangers to flovens 
inefs. 

- Befides the dwelling-houfesalrea- 
dy defcribed, there area prodigious 
number of little cells, difpheteloves 
all the ifland; which confiftentire- 
ly of itones, without any the {mall 
eft help of mmber. Thefe‘cells are 
from twelve to erghteen feet im 
length, and a little more «than fe- 
ven in height. Their breadth at 
the foundation, is nearly equal to 
the height. Every ftone hangs above 
that immediately below, not. per- 
poumenny but inclines. forward, 
o as to be nearer the ete fide 
of the grotto; and thus by impers 
ceptible degrees, till the two higheft 
courfes are near enough to be cover- 
ed by a fingle flag at the top. ‘To 
hinder the rain ne falling- down 
between the interftices. above; the 
upper part of the building is over- 
laid with turf, which looks like a 
fine green fward, while new. 

The inhabitants fecure their peats, 
eggs, and: wild-fowl, within thefe 
{mall repofitories: Every St. Kildi- 
an has his fhare of them, im propor- 
tion to the extent of land he poffefs 
fes, or the rent he-pays to the ftew- 
ard. Fromthe contruction of thefe 
cells, and the toil they muft have 
coft before they could: have beer 
finifhed, it feems plain that=thoft 
who put them together, were, if not 
more ingenious than: their neigh-. 
bours in the adjacent iflands, at leaft 
more induftrious than their own fuc~ 
ceffors. . : 

- On the peninfula, which termi- 
nates the larger bay on the fouth 
fide, and which, at high water, is. 
furrounded by the fea, and in every. 
re{pect an ifland, is fituated an old 
ruinous fort, called .by the natives 
Dun-Jir-Bholg. : 

The ftones of which this ftrange 
fabrick was conftruéted, are large, 
nearly f{quare, and muft of conte- 
quence have been. wrought out. ofa 

uarry; there being none of the 

ame colour or fubftance to be found 
in the ifland, above. ground.——It 
is plain that thofe who laid them 
together, underftood the rules of 
mafonry much better than the St. 
Kildians of this.age, and they = 
ave 








have been undoubtedly men of grea- 
ter power. = : b 

t ft artificial curiofity is 
a houfe built under ground at Bore- 
ray ; and aaother fabric which re- 
fembles a Druidical place of wor- 


ip. 

At the diftance of many ages back 
(the precife. time cannot be afcer- 
tained) a bold, public-fpirited, or 
felf-interefted perfon, whofe name 
was Staller, or the man of the rocks, 
headed an infurrection, or rebelled 
againft the governor or fteward, and 
at the head of a party engaged in 
the fame difloyal confpiracy (or ra- 
ther ftruggle for liberty) poffefied 
himfelf of Soay, and maintained his 

ait there for fome time. Here he 
Built a ftrange kind of habitation 
for himfelf- and his accomplices. 
The ftory is of an ancient date, but 
is, by this extraordinary monu- 
ment, in fome. degree authenti- 
cated. 

The houfe is eighteen feet high, 
and its top lies almoft level with the 
earth, by which it is furrounded ; 
below it isof a circular form, and 
all. its parts are contrived fo, that a 
fingle ftone covers the top. If this 
ftone is removed, the houfe has a ve- 

fufficient vent. In the middle of 
the floor is a large hearth. Round 
the wall is a paved feat, on which 
fixteen perfons may conveniently fit. 
Here are four beds roofed with 
ftrong flags or ftone lintels, every 
. oneof which is capable enough to 
receivefour men. T'o each of thefe 
beds is a feparate entry ; the dif- 
tances between thefe different open- 
ings, refembling in fome degree fo 
“a pillars. 

The rebel (or rather friend of li- 
berty) who made this artificial 
cove, had undoubtedly abundantly 
fufficient:reafons to juitify his tafte 
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of architecture ; that he muft have 
wanted timber to build in the com- 
mon way is morally certain ; 1% 
is equally fo, that he matt: have 
been apprehenfive the enemy would 
invade his little kingdom in the 
night-time : To this we muft add 
that he and his affociates were in 
danger of perifhing by the winter 
colds. All thefe confiderations 
muft have induced him to bury him- 
felf and his companions in a fecure 
place under ground, like thofe old 
Germans of whom ‘Tacitus gives 
the following account. ‘ It 1s the 
‘ cuitom of thefe men to open up 
fubterrancous caves, which they 
cover 2bove with a great quantnty 
of dung: Their delign is to have 
places of retreat in winter, and 
repofitories for their corn. Thefe 
caves foften the rigour of the win- 
ter colds ; and betides, if an ene- 
my fhould at any time make an 
ifruption into their country, he 
plunders only the places open to 
view, but thofe which lie con- 
cealed or are dug under ground, 
are not difcovered, or deceive the 
enemy, for this very reafon, that 
a natrow fearch muit be made for 
them.’ 

The ftones of which this ftrange 
habitation was made, are exactly 
like thofe in Dun-Jir-Bholg.—That 
this fugitive could have procured 
tools to work thefe out of a quarry ; 
that heand his fellow-adventurers, 
fixteen perfons only, could have fi- 
nifhed this building in a feafon ; 
that’ they could have fupported 
themfelves in this ifland without any 
tillage fof a number of years, or 
that they. could have defeated or 
refitted the fuperior force of -an 
exafperated- Governor for_a long 
time ; allthis feems almof incredi- 
ble. , 
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Sevecr Preces of Poetry. 


AMBITION: 4 Fane. 


Mbition fiend ‘of hellith parts ! 
9 Diffufine wide pirnicious arts 3 


7 


From earjieft records will he found 
‘What faughter the has Epre ad »* 


Ronie, Athens, ev ry not 
The foremoft ia the if 
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Their great archivements, far and wide, 

Were all o’erturn’d and loft by pride. 

Nor fuch alone :———In private life,- 

Engend’ring endlefs feuds and {ftrife, 

Her pow’r is feen ; each virtue dies, 

Peace, happinefs, and pleafvre flies, 

That hydia, (when all chefe are fled) 

Curft difcontent, uprears her head ; 

Dark clouds immediate intervene, 

And ftorms and tempefts clofe the fcene. 
Lorenzo from his earlieft youth 

Mad follow’d ever. Blooming truth ; 

By virtuous rule his actions fquar’ d, 

And found, indeed, the juft reward, 

His pitrimony was but fmall, 

Some forty acres,—-that was ail. 

His houfe was on a rifing ground, 

Of antiq e form, and moated round ; 

The pond was ftock’d with various fith, 

Affording oft a dainty cith ; 

And hills, and dales, and fhady trees—— 

No fituation more could pleafe ; 

Nature her aid fo much had lent, 

It feem’d the manfion of content, 

And fo iv wis, till one thought rofe, 

‘The fatal canfe of all his woes. 

His meat he thought, alas! too fmall ; 

‘Too rarr ww, too confin’d his hall ; 

His litt'e bark. that us’d to ride 

Upon the moa'’s unruffled tide, 

Shouid be a thip; he pray’d——_"twas 

done! 

His houfe . <«ftle quickly thone ; 

Sudden his moat expanded wide, 

And roll’d wi'ha tremendous tide, 

Within his hip he fail’d away, 

With happy mind, and loud huzza ; 

But foon, alas! his joys decreafe, 

Huge rocks and quickfands fpoil his 

peace ; 

His fhip is bule *d, his treafure loft, 

And he thrown on a barren coaft: 

Famifh’d and weak forlorn he lies, 

Till death advancing Clos’d his eyes. 
Think on his fate, on his condition, 

And dread that monfter called Ambition. 


The Procress of LIFE, 


YO ftate of life’s from trouble free, 
Grief mixes with our vita) breath : 
As foon as we hegin to be, , 
From the firft moment of our breath, 
We have fome tafte of mifery ! 
With fighs and tears our fate we mourn, 
As if our infant reafon did prefage 
Th’ approaching ills ef our maturer 
age, 
And with’d a quick return, 
When fouls are firft to their clofe rooms 
confir'd, 
Nothing of their celcftial make is feen, 
Obfcuring earth does interpofe between : 
Like tapers hid in urns they fhine, 
The life of fenfe and growth we only fee, 








SELEcT Pieces of Portry. 


Which beafts enjoy as well as we: 

But th’ active mind 

Which bears the image of the pow'r ci- 
vine, 

Cannot exertits efiergy: « 

The + eal intellect timp mug "d does 
ie, 

Shut up within a narrow place, 

Till nature does enlarge the 

And by degrees the organs fit, 

For thofe great operations which are 
wrought by it. 

Thus for fome years we hive by fenfe, 

Happy in nothing but in innocence: 

But when our feebler age is peft, 

And we to fprightly youth arrives 

The race of life we run fo fat, > 

As we thought our ftrength of life would 
always laft ! 

Hurry’d by paffion, and by fancy led, 

We ali the various paths of folly tread : 

Reafon we flight, and her commalds de- 
fpife, 

In vain fhe calls, in vain advife, 

And every gentle method tries: - 

Againft her kind endeavoursftill weftrive, 

And run where ever head-ftrong paf- 
fion drives : 

Thofe ills we court which we as plagues 
fhou’d fhun, 

And are by ev’ry faite appearance won : 

But wifer thoughts when riper years infpire, 

We at the follies of your youth admire : 

And wonder how fuch childifh things as 
thefe 

Cou’d minds endu’d with reafon pleafe ; 

Yet while we proudly our paft aétions 
blame, 

We do as foolith things,tho’ not the fame; 

Our follies differ only in the drefs &name. 

Self-love fo crouds the hiiman breaft, 

That there’s no room for any other gueft ; 

By it infpir’d, we all mankind defpite, 

And think ourfeives the only good and 
wife ; 

Fond thought ! a thought that only can 

we - vaineft part of the creation ; 


That heoahin creature, who. puft’d up 
with pride, 
And ne with airy notions foars on 


high, 
And sink himfelf the glory of the 


Where ‘or a while in. fancy’s Satuegng 
: light 

Th’ unkindl’d vapour plays, _ . 
Much pleas’d with its imaginary tays ; 
Till ae wafted its ftock. "of 


The henry lump, the ching. without a 
Falis haw down from its exalted 


height 
Into oblivion’s everlafting night, 


